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Learning Outcomes
Workshop participants will be able to:
• Describe the basic difference between copyright, the
public domain, and Creative Commons in the context
of open education
• Differentiate between Creative Commons licenses
• Understand how to use Creative Commons licenses
to incorporate, innovate, or create an OER

Agenda
• Brief discussion
• Open Education
• Copyright, the public domain, and Creative
Commons
• Creative Commons licenses
• Making use of the licenses
• Discussion and Questions

Discussion
1
Why did you come to
this workshop?

2
What is your
experience with
Creative Commons?

Open Education
"...encompasses resources, tools and practices that
are free of legal, financial and technical barriers and
can be fully used, shared and adapted in the digital
environment. Open Education maximizes the power of
the Internet to make education more affordable,
accessible and effective" (SPARC)

Defining the "open" in open content
The terms 'open content' and 'open educational resources'
describe any copyrightable work (traditionally excluding
software, which is described by other terms like "open
source") that is either (1) in the public domain or (2)
licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free
and perpetual permission to engage in the 5R
activities."
Defining the "Open" in Open Content and Open Educational Resources was
written by David Wiley and published freely under a Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 license at http://opencontent.org/definition/.

What is copyright?
• Intellectual property protection
• Copyright is automatically applied
• Fair Use exceptions to the law
• Fair use checklist

What is the public domain?
"The public domain is not a place. A work of authorship is in the
'public domain' if it is no longer under copyright protection or if it
failed to meet the requirements for copyright protection. Works in
the public domain may be used freely without the permission of
the former copyright owner."
- copyright.gov

What is Creative Commons?
• Goal is to provide authors and creators a way to let others know when
and how they are willing to share their work.
• Creative Commons does not take the place of copyright.

• All works are still granted copyright the moment they are put into a
tangible form.
• Licenses work with copyright so that users don't need to seek
permission to use works they want to copy or adapt.

Within the bounds of Creative Commons licensing there
are 5 key points to consider when using OERs

Creative Commons Licenses

https://www.slideshare.net/xploreNET/creative-commons-licenses-explained-at-a-glance
CC Attribution-ShareAlike License

Using copyrighted materials
• Taking advantage of the fair use exception:
• Code of Best Practices in Fair Use for Open
Educational Resources: A Guide for Authors, Adapters
& Adopters of Openly Licensed Teaching and Learning
Materials

Some conclusions from the
Code of Best Practices...
• The strategic use of selections from preexisting
copyrighted materials … can provide crucial
support for pedagogical goals by making OER
clearer, more engaging, and more persuasive...
Pg. 2

• The use of appropriate inserts can also help
make OER more accessible to learners
with varying backgrounds, circumstances, and
abilities;

Pg. 2

Plagiarism vs
Copyright Infringement
"Copyright is a legal concept, while plagiarism is an ethical consideration about intellectual honesty
and appropriate credit. Plagiarism is failing to give attribution for the sources you use as a
foundation or inspiration for your new work and insights. You can ordinarily avoid plagiarism
through careful use of quotation marks and citations. The honest use can still conceivably be a
copyright infringement if, for example, your use is beyond the limits of fair use. Conversely, if you

use only public domain materials, you will not have to worry about infringing copyright. However,
even though your actions might be perfectly legal, they may still breach the ethical standard of
plagiarism if done without proper attribution."
Crews, Kenneth D. Copyright Law for Librarians and Educators:
Creative Strategies and Practical Solutions. Fourth Edition, ALA Editions,
2020, pp. 40.

WVU OER Grant Categories
Incorporate

• Adopt an existing OER
• No changes to the OER

Innovate

• Adapt OER
• Revise and/or remix OER

Create

• Create a new OER
• Can revise and/or remix OER

If Incorporate,
then look for these CC licenses
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Public Domain
CC BY
CC BY-SA
CC BY-NC
CC BY-NC-SA
CC BY-ND
CC BY-NC-ND

If Innovate,
then look for these CC Licenses
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
❑
❑

Public Domain
CC BY
CC BY-SA
CC BY-NC
CC BY-NC-SA
CC BY-ND
CC BY-NC-ND

If Create,
then look for these CC Licenses
✓ Public Domain
✓ CC BY
✓ CC BY-SA
✓ CC BY-NC
✓ CC BY-NC-SA
✓ CC BY-ND*
✓ CC BY-NC-ND*
*As long as you don't remix or revise

Which of the 5 R activities can you
engage in based on the CC BY
license for this open textbook?
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Retain?
Reuse?
Revise?
Remix?
Redistribute?

Which of the 5 R activities can you
engage in based on the CC BY
license for this open textbook?
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Retain
Reuse
Revise
Remix
Redistribute

Which of the 5 R activities can you
engage in based on the CC BY-NCND license for this open video?
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Retain?
Reuse?
Revise?
Remix?
Redistribute?

Which of the 5 R activities can you
engage in based on the CC BY-NCND license for this open video?
✓
✓
❑
❑
❑

Retain
Reuse
Revise
Remix
Redistribute

Which of the 5 R activities
can you engage in based on
the CC BY-SA license of this
open worksheet?

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Retain?
Reuse?
Revise?
Remix?
Redistribute?

Which of the 5 R activities
can you engage in based on
the CC BY-SA license of this
open worksheet?

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Retain
Reuse
Revise
Remix
Redistribute

As long as you use a CC BY-SA;
You cannot use a CC BY-NC-SA

Questions to Consider When
Creating an OER
• Do you want people to be able to
modify your work?
• Do you want your works to be used
commercially?
• Are the elements in your work original?
• If not, what copyrights or licenses
do they have?

Choosing a Creative Commons License
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/

Some things to consider before choosing a license:
• The licenses are irrevocable
• You must hold the copyright to the material

Attributions
• Default of all Creative Commons license, e.g.
the BY part of CC BY
• Similar to citations
• Help people identify the license, creator, and
location of the resource
• Remember to link where possible
• Open Washington's Attribution Builder

Attributions
• Title
• Creator
• Source
• License
"Llama" by davidcstone is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

Upcoming Workshops
Finding OER, Today at 3 PM
Publishing OER, Thursday, March 10 at 1 PM
Applying for the WVU OER Grant, Thursday, March 10 at 2 PM

Resources
WVU Libraries LibGuides
• Creative Commons and the CC Licenses LibGuide
• Open Educational Resources

Follow Up

Discussion &
Questions
Hilary.Fredette@mail.wvu.edu
Jessica.Dai@mail.wvu.edu

